
“GOOD CONVERSATION!” SERIES

Instructional Guide Included With Each Video
Approx. 18-24 minutes each vhs   •   

Audience:  Elementary   •   1991- 2001

A 41-Part CHILDREN’S LITERATURE Series

Newbery Award Author Christopher Paul Curtis reading
Bud, Not Buddy to children at the Windsor Public Library.

• Visit each author in their hometown:
- Cape Cod, MA
- Monterey Peninsula, CA
- New York City
- New England
- St. Andrews, Scotland
- Windsor, Ontario
- London, England 
- and More

Interviews with the world’s greatest children authors.
RECOMMENDED:

School Library Journal
Advisory List,  Instructional Media

B
E

T
S

Y
B

Y
A

R
S

T
H

E
 M

C
K

IS
S

A
C

K
S

THE AUTHORS
A TALK WITH . . .

A Talk with David Adler:
Join the author of the popular Cam
Jansen series for talk about his writ-
ing and his family. He takes a tour of
his local library and even teaches
the audience a magic trick.

A Talk with Aliki:
Join noted author and illustrator Aliki
at her home in England, as she talks
about her books and even does an
illustration for the camera.

A Talk with Avi:
The author of the Newbery honor
books nothing But the Truth and The
True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle
talks about his life as a writer.

A Talk with Natalie Babbitt:
Natalie discusses her modern clas-
sic Tuck Everlasting and gives a
guided tour of the miniature house
she’s built with her husband.

A Talk with Lynne Reid Banks:
Visit the author of the Indian in the
Cupboard at her home in England,
as she hosts an /English tea party
and talks about her life and work.

A Talk with Eve Bunting:
Join noted author Eve Bunting in this
videotape in and around her home in
Pasadena, California.  She talks
about Smoky Night and what it was
like growing up in Ireland.

A Talk with Betsy Byars:
The author of the Newbery Winner
Summer of the Swans tells how the
book came to be written and dis-
cusses her many hobbies and inter-
ests, including aviation.

A Talk with Matt Christopher:
In a rare interview, the late author of
over 100 popular sports books talks
about his writing, family and days as
a semi-professional ball player.

A Talk with Robert Cormier:
Robert discusses his modern clas-
sics The Chocolate War, and I Am
the Cheese at his home in
Massachusetts.

A Talk with Bruce Coville:
The author of the million selling book
My Teacher Is An Alien talks about
his experiences as a writer and intro-
duces viewers to his hilarious twin
brother “Igor”.

A Talk with Christopher Paul Curtis:
Meet the 2000 Newbery Award win-
ning author at his home in Windsor,
Ontario, Canada.  Find out how writ-
ing changed his life and listen to the
author read from his Newbery Award
winning book Bud, Not Buddy - the
powerful story of a young African-
American's quest to find his father
and himself.

AWARDWWIINNNNIINNGG    AAUUTTHHOORRSS

Designed Primari ly for Grades 3-8

Encourage Reading and Writing Skills

Inspire Students Curiosi ty

In-Depth Biographies of Each Author

Film Ideas, Inc. 308 North Wolf Rd. Wheeling, IL 60090        E-Mail: filmid@ais.net     www.filmideas.com        Tel: 1 • 800 • 475 • 3456 / 847• 419 • 0255        Fax: 1 • 847 • 419 • 8933

Help insure respect for reading and writing by

bringing these award-winning children’s authors

and their creative works to life. Included are

many Newbery Award winners. Children “get to

know” these favorite and popular writers by vis-

iting their homes and communities. 

Each author shares with young readers insights

into their personal background and the creative

drive that inspired their literary work. This

on-going series on popular writers, produced

primarily for children, grades 3-8, is appeal-

ing to students of all ages.

. . . more Authors



Aliki • Avi • Natalie Babbitt • Lynne Reid Banks • Betsy Byars • Matt Christopher

• Robert Cormier • Bruce Coville • Paula Fox • Jean Fritz • Jean Craighead George

• Patricia Reilly Giff • Karen Hesse • Johanna Hurwitz • Lee Bennett Hopkins • M.E.

Kerr • E.L. Konigsburg • Madeleine L’ Engle • Lurlene McDaniel • Ann McGovern •

Robin McKinley • Patricia and Fred McKissack • Phyllis Reynolds Naylor • Joan Lowery

Nixon • Richard Peck • Robert Newton Peck • Chaim Potok • Zilpha Keatley Snyder •

Jerry Spinelli • Theodore Taylor • Nancy Willard • Laurence Yep • Jane Yolen Aliki

• Avi • Natalie Babbitt • Lynne Reid Banks • Betsy Byars • Matt Christopher • Robert

Cormier • Bruce Coville • Paula Fox • Jean Fritz • Jean Craighead George • Patricia

Reilly Giff • Karen Hesse • Johanna Hurwitz • Lee Bennett Hopkins • M.E. Kerr •

E.L. Konigsburg • Madeleine L’ Engle • Lurlene McDaniel • Ann McGovern • Robin

McKinley • Patricia and Fred McKissack • Phyllis Reynolds Naylor • Joan Lowery Nixon

• Richard Peck • Robert Newton Peck • Chaim Potok • Zilpha Keatley Snyder • Jerry

Spinelli • Theodore Taylor • Nancy Willard • Laurence Yep • Jane Yolen Aliki • Avi

• Natalie Babbitt • Lynne Reid Banks • Betsy Byars • Matt Christopher • Robert

Cormier • Bruce Coville • Paula Fox • Jean Fritz • Jean Craighead George • Patricia

Reilly Giff • Karen Hesse • Johanna Hurwitz • Lee Bennett Hopkins • M.E. Kerr •

E.L. Konigsburg • Madeleine L’ Engle • Lurlene McDaniel • Ann McGovern • Robin

McKinley • Patricia and Fred McKissack • Phyllis Reynolds Naylor • Joan Lowery Nixon

• Richard Peck • Robert Newton Peck • Chaim Potok • Zilpha Keatley Snyder • Jerry

Spinelli • Theodore Taylor • Nancy Willard • Laurence Yep • Jane Yolen Aliki • Avi

• Natalie Babbitt • Lynne Reid Banks • Betsy Byars • Matt Christopher • Robert

Cormier • Bruce Coville • Paula Fox • Jean Fritz • Jean Craighead George • Patricia

Reilly Giff • Karen Hesse • Johanna Hurwitz • Lee Bennett Hopkins • M.E. Kerr •

E.L. Konigsburg • Madeleine L’ Engle • Lurlene McDaniel • Ann McGovern • Robin

S p e c i f i c a l l y  D e v e l o p e d  t o  B r i n g  t h e  A u t h o r s  a n d  T h e i r  B o o k s  t o  L i f e

A Talk with Johanna Hurwitz:
The author of Aldo Applesauce
talks about her life and work,
introduces viewers to her pet
cat, and reads from the very first
book she wrote as a little girl. 

A Talk with M.E. Kerr:
One of the country’s most popu-
lar young adult authors discuss-
es her book Gentlehands and
explains why she writes under
various pseudonyms. 

A Talk with E.L. Konigsburg:
Newbury Award winning author
Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E.
Frankweiler and The View from
Saturday in this candid discus-
sion of reading and writing.

A Talk with Madeleine L’Engle:
The author of the Newbery
honor book A Wrinkle In Time
and gives tips for young writers.

A Talk with Gail Levine:
Join noted children’s author Gail
Carson Levine for an inspira-
tional talk about her life, adven-
tures and writing. She talks
about where she got the idea for
Ella Enchanted and reds from
her own work.

A Talk with Lurlene McDaniel:
The Author of Don’t die My Love
and Angels Watching Over Me
explains why she writes books
about kids who face overwhelm-
ing circumstances.

A Talk with Ann McGovern:
Your students will not only hear
the author of Shark Lady
describe her underwater adven-
tures, but see actual footage of
her exploring the deep blue sea.

A Talk with Robin McKinley:
At her Home in the English
countryside, Robin talks about
her writing and discusses the
magical power of the Damarian
people - the people who popu-
late her Newbery Award-win-
ning books The Blue Sword and
The Hero and the Crown.

A Talk with the McKissacks:
Join this husband-and-wife writ-
ing team as they discuss the
Dark Thirty and talk about the
boundaries they’ve met and
overcome as African American
authors.

A Talk with Phyllis Naylor:
Phyllis reads aloud from her
Newbery Award-winning novel
Shiloh and gives the behind-the-
scenes story of how the book
came to be written.

A Talk with Joan Nixon:
Visit the author of numerous
Edgar Allan Poe Award myster-
ies and The Orphan Train series
for a talk about her writing and
life.

A Talk with Katherine Paterson:
The author of the Newbery
award winning books Jacob,
Have I Loved and The Bridge to
Teribithia talks about what it’s
like to be an author at the close
of the millennium. She gives the
viewer a tour of her hometown
of Barre, Vermont and shares
anecdotes about her life and her
family. She also reads a pas-
sage from her latest book,
Preacher's Boy. 

A Talk with Richard Peck:
The author of Secrets of the
Shopping Mall reads from his
work and talks about what it
takes to be a writer.

A Talk with Robert Peck:
Peck talks about A Year Down
Yonder and A Long Way from
Chicago and about his inspira-
tions for those books. He also
reads from his work from the
banks of the Hudson river in
New York state.

A Talk with Chaim Potok:
The author of The Chosen, The
Promise, My Name is Asher Lev
and other modern classics dis-
cusses his writing and the
responsibility he feels towards
his readers.

A Talk with Louis Sachar:
Join 1999's Newbery award
winning author for a lively con-
versation about his life, writing
and family. Louis invites the
viewer into his home in Austin,
Texas where he talks about
where he gets his ideas and
about his many influences. He
describes how his award win-
ning book Holes came to be
written and what he has in store
for his readers in the future.

A Talk with Zilpha Snyder:
Join the author of the Egypt
Game and Gib rides home for a
discussion of her life, work and
family. She also talks about the
nuts and bolts of writing a book
and shows her notebooks and
sketches.

A Talk with Jerry Spinelli:
The author discusses his
Newbery award-winning book
Maniac Magee and introduces
viewers to his pet rat Daisy.

A Talk with Theodore Taylor:
Ted explains how he came to
write the bestseller The Cay. He
also takes the viewer on a tour
of his hometown, Lagua Beach,
California.

A Talk with Nancy Willard:
Nancy reads aloud from her
award-winning book A Visit to
William Blake’s Inn: Poems for
Innocent and Experienced
Travelers.

A Talk with Laurence Yep:
Join the Author of Dragonwings
for a discussion of his writing
and learn what it was like grow-
ing up as an Asian American.

A Talk with Jane Yolen:
Journey to Scotland to meet the
author of The Devil’s Arithmetic,
and enjoy a discussion of her
life and writing.

BRINGS THE  AUTHORS AND THEIR BOOKS TO LIFE

A 41-Part CHILDREN’S LITERATURE Series

WRITING
SKILLS

Students feel

like they know

the author – and

that helps make

reading fun!

READING
SKILLS

AWARD WINNING AU
THORS
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A Talk with Arthur Dorros:
Join noted author and illustrator
Arthur Dorros at his home in
Seattle, Washington as he talks
about writing Abuela in both
English and Spanish. He even
does an illustration for the
camera.

A Talk with Paula Fox:
Join the Newbury Award win-
ning author of The Slave Dancer
for a talk about reading, writing
and the importance of imagina-
tion.

A Talk with Jean Fritz:
The author of the Newbery
honor book Homesick: My Own
Story describes her world trav-
els and her experiences grow-
ing up in China.

A Talk with Jean George:
The Author of the newbery
Award-winning book Julie of the
Wolves, shares her writing tech-
niques and in a delightful
moment talks with her dog
Kimiq.

A Talk with Patrick Giff:
Join the author of the Polk
Street Series for a visit to her
home, office and bookstore.

A Talk with Karen Hesse:
Join the Newbery award-win-
ning author of Out of the Dust,
for a lively conversation about
her writing. She also reads from
her own work and gives the
viewer a guided tour of her
hometown.

A Talk with Will Hobbs:
Join the author of Far North and
Jason’s Gold for an adventur-
ous look at his writing, life and
adventures. Will takes the view-
er into his own hometown of
Durango, Colorado for a look at
what inspires him.

A Talk with Lee Hopkins:
The noted poet and author
explains how reading helped
him surmount his impoverished
childhood.

THE AUTHORS (Continued)


