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Use the map to indicate significant points of
interests as described in discussion point #5.
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WASHINGTON
D.C.

The first known inhabitants to occupy this land were
the Piscataway Indians. However by the early 1600’s
European settlers began to arrive.

Aboard ships, these early settlers arrived in the New
World seeking religious and political freedom.
Eventually, tensions grew between the new settlers
and the British authorities in Europe. Those tensions
lead to the Revolutionary War in 1775. After the watr,
George Washington chose the site for the nation’s new
capital, which later became known as Washington
D.C. Throughout the history of the United States,
Washington D.C. has developed into one of most pow-
erful political centers in the world. Measuring only 70
square miles in size, the politicians of this small city
debate, analyze and discern those decisions which
commonly effect both individual lives and global rela-
tions. Today, the dynamics of this city continues to cul-
tivate the ideals upon which this nation was founded.

In addition to its rich history, Washington D.C. also has
geographical significance. Located along the Potomac
River, in an area bordered by Maryland and Virginia,
this area from its historic monuments to its piedmont
landscape, attracts millions of visitors each year.

As we study Washington D.C. we begin to understand
where we as a nation have been, and how far we
have gone-as this area offers us a place of origin, a
place of beauty and a place to learn.
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iscussion Points/Activitie

1. Today such conveniences as computers, tele-
phones, automobiles, electricity, etc. are used to
enhance our modern day lives. Explain how these
enhancements differ to those used during the
time Washington D.C. was being discovered.

Use this information for the following study
points/activities.

2. Imagine what it would be like to be an early
settler. Discuss issues which may have con-
cerned these early settlers: weather conditions,
commerce, regional terrain, food/vegetation, deal-
ing with homeland authorities in Britain, France,
or Spain etc..

3. Both geographical and historical information
has been documented throughout the world.
Explain why this type of information is important
when studying Washington D.C., and how it
relates to our everyday lives? Furthermore, how
do the disciplines of geography and history inter-
act or relate with other areas of study in your
school’s curriculum?

4. If possible, arrange a trip near your community
to visit museums, cultural centers, state parks etc.
to stimulate your imagination to explore the beau-
tiful history and geography of Washington D.C.

NORTH AMERICA: The third largest continent in the world
consisting of Canada, the United States, Mexico and
Central America.

PIERRE-CHARLES L'ENFANDT: French engineer who for
2 years developed the original plans to build the New
Federal Capital otherwise known as Washington D.C.

PISCATAWAY INDIANS: a sub-tribe of the Algonquin Indian
community, these Indians occupied the Washington D.C.
area upon the arrival of the first Europeans in the early
1600’s.

U.S. CONSTITUTION: Founded upon the principles of the
Declaration of Independence, this document defines the
three branches of government; judicial, legislative, and
executive. Included are the preamble, 7 articles and 26
amendments, of which the first 10 are known as the “Bill of
Rights”.

WAR OF 1812: During this conflict between the U.S and
Britain, an invasion force of 5,000 British soldiers assaulted
the nation’s capital causing massive damage upon many
government buildings.

WASHINGTON D.C.: Known as the national capital of the
United States, its’ location lies along the Potomac River, in
an area bordered by Maryland and Virginia.

WHITE HOUSE: Designed by James Hoban and referred to
as the Presidential Palace in its original plans, this 132
room neoclassical mansion, built in 1793-1801, is the offi-
cial residence of the U.S. president.
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