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On the dotted line, list the name of the State and its

Capital City.

@ = Location of Capital City

8

THE

SOUTHEAST

REGION

Descendants of the Paleo-Indians were the first known
inhabitants to occupy this land. Later, the first European set-
tlers, mostly from Spain, France and Britain, began to
explore this region during the early 1500's.

Aboard ships, these early settlers arrived in the
Southeast region seeking religious and political freedom.
Eventually, tensions grew between the new settlers and the
British authorities in Europe. Those tensions lead to the
Revolutionary War in 1775. After the war, the Southeast ter-
ritories began to join the Union. Later however, another war
entered the Southeast scene. Home to confederate ideals,
these same southern states who joined the Union after the
Revolutionary War began to secede. The Civil War became
known as the bloodiest war in U.S. history. Many battles
were fought on Southeast soil and along its coastal shores.
After the war the southern states rejoined the Union which
is known today as the United States of America. From the
first European settlements, to the grit of war, to the first avi-
ation flight at Kittyhawk, to the moon launchings at Cape
Canaveral this region presents a variety of historic rele-
vance.

Along with its rich history the Southeast Region also has
geographical significance. Located along the shores of the
Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico, entry to and from
this region allows the U.S. to transport vast amounts of
imported and exported goods. Along with its strategic loca-
tion, the Southeast Region also offers an abundance of nat-
ural beauty. Each year, millions of travelers visit this region
to enjoy its oceanshores, state parks, mountain viewtops
and more.

As we study the Southeast region, we begin to under-
stand where we as a nation have been, and how far we
have gone-as this region offers us a place of origin, a place
of beauty and a place to learn.
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Escgssion Points/ActiVitie=

1. Today such conveniences as computers, tele-
phones, automobiles, electricity, etc. are used to
enhance our modern day lives. Explain how these
enhancements differ to those used during the
time the Southeast Region was being discovered.
Use this information for the following study
points/activities.

2. Imagine what it would be like to be an early
explorer. Discuss issues which may have con-
cerned these early settlers: weather conditions,
commerce, regional terrain, food/vegetation, deal-
ing with foreign policy issues with England,
France, or Spain etc..

3. Both geographical and historical information
has been documented throughout the world.
Explain why this type of information is important
when studying the Southeast Region, and how it
relates to our everyday lives? Furthermore, how
do the disciplines of geography and history inter-
act or relate with other areas of study in your
school’s curriculum?

4. Tensions leading toward the Revolutionary War
existed between the early American settlers and
the British authorities, assemble the students into
small groups to negotiate or debate the interests
of these two groups.

(similar to discussion point #6 for the Civil War.)

6

MOUNT MITCHELL: Located in North Carolina as part of
the Blue Ridge Mountain Range, this peak at 6,684 feet is
the highest mountain east of the Mississippi River.

NORTH AMERICA: The third largest continent in the
world consisting of Canada, the United States, Mexico
and Central America.

PALEO - INDIANS: Migrating from Asia into North
America, these Nomadic Hunters and gatherers were
the first known inhabitants to live in the Southeast
region.

REVOLUTIONARY WAR: 1775-81 The colonies
revolted against the British parliment’s right to tax.
This became a key issue for liberating the colonies
away from British authority, which eventually led
toward a war for American independence.

SOUTHEAST Region: Term used to describe the
region located in the southeast part of the United
States. This region includes 6 states; Alabama,
Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and
Virginia.

STONE MOUNTAIN: Located in Georgia, this moun-
tain similar to Mount Rushmore, is known as the
world’s largest granite monolith. Carved within its
granite stone are the confederate figures of president
Jefferson Davis, General Robert E. Lee and Thomas
“Stonewall” Jackson.

THOMAS JEFFERSON: Drafted the Declaration of
Independence, elected 3rd U.S. president, Governor
of Virginia, as president negotiated the Louisiana
Purchase with France in 1803.
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