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On the dotted line, list the name of the State and
its Capital City.

The
MIDWEST
Region

@ = Location of Capital City

8

THE

MIDWEST
REGION

Descendants of the Paleo-Indians were the first known
inhabitants to occupy this land. Later, the first European set-
tlers, mostly from France and Spain, began to explore this
region during the mid 1500's.

On horseback, Spanish explorers, like Francisco Vazquez,
entered the Midwest region after establishments in Mexico.
As part of the Louisiana Purchase, Thomas Jefferson
bought the Midwest region from the French for only three
cents an acre. Afterwards, this purchase proved to be a
tremendous asset for the U.S. economy, trade and national
security, as the Union continued to expand from east to
west. Seen as a gateway between the east and west, the
Mid-west region eventually became the center for railroad
transportation and other developments such as agriculture,
manufacturing and mining. However, because of a pro-
longed drought during the late 1930’s, the area experienced
an economic bust known as the Dust Bowl. Following hard-
ship the region once again flourished. Due to its nutrient rich
soil and mixed weather conditions, this region is one of the
most productive farm areas in the entire world. Among its
most productive crops are corn at approx. 1.5 hillion
bushels a year and wheat at approx. 600 million bushels a
year.

Along with its robust history the Midwest region also has
geographical significance. With the rapid pace of todays
modern society, the Midwest with its carved granite rock at
Mount Rushmore—to the rolling grass prairies of lowa—offers
much needed tranquillity. Each year, millions of travelers
visit this region to experience its unique solitude.

As we study the Midwest region, we not only begin to wit-
ness the subtleties of nature but also the birth of a nation.
Embedded in rich tradition, this region cultivates the knowl-
edge from the past, which re-examines the present, to fur-
ther inform the future.
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iscussion Points/Activitie

1. Today such conveniences as computers, tele-
phones, automobiles, electricity, etc. are used to
enhance our modern day lives. Explain how these
enhancements differ from those used during the
time the Midwest Region was being discovered.
Use this information for the following study
points/activities.

2. Imagine what it would be like to be an early
explorer. Discuss issues which may have con-
cerned these early settlers: weather conditions,
commerce, regional terrain, food/vegetation,
issues on foreign policy with Mexico, Spain,
France, etc..

3. Both geographical and historical information
has been documented throughout the world.
Explain why this type of information is important
when studying the Midwest Region, and how it
relates to our everyday lives? Furthermore, how
do the disciplines of geography and history inter-
act or relate with other areas of study in your
school’s curriculum?

LOUISIANA PURCHASE: In 1803, U.S. President Thomas
Jefferson negotiated a land purchase agreement for 3 cents
an acre with Napoleon, the emperor of France. The agree-
ment included land west of the Mississippi River to the
Rocky Mountains, and south to New Orleans, Louisiana.

MIDWEST Region: Term used to describe the northwest
central part of the United States. The states included in this
region are; North Dakota, South Dakota, Kansas, Nebraska,
and lowa.

MOUNT RUSHMORE: Located in the Black Hills of South
Dakota and designed by artist Gutzon Borglum, this famous
rock sculpture stands 60 feet high and took 14 years to
carve. Described in granite stone are U.S. presidents George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln and
Theodore Roosevelt who each symbolically represent the
United States’ Founding, Philosophy, Unity and Expansion.

NOMADIC INDIANS: Nomadic meaning, “wandering from
place to place”. Hunters and gatherers who migrated from
Asia and were the first known inhabitants to live in the mid-
west region.

NORTH AMERICA: The third largest continent in the world
consisting of Canada, the United States, Mexico and Central
America.

OREGON TRAIL: Beginning In 1843, many settlers traveled
through the Midwest region by using the route known as the
Oregon trail. This route started in Independence, Missouri
and ended at Oregon City, just south of Portland.

SAUK SEA: Existing 500 million years ago, this inland sea
covered the midwest region prior to the ice age. This slow
moving body of water housed fine soil and various marine
sediments which created thick layers of rock. The rock even-
tually became limestone and shale which lies under the pre-
sent day farm soil used today.
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