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On the dotted line, list the name of the regions as dis-
cussed in the video. Then, use this map as part of dis-
cussion point #5 to indicate other significant points

of interests.

MEXICO

MEXICO

Descendants of the ancient indian cultures, were the first
known inhabitants to occupy this land. Later, the first
European settlers, mostly from Spain, began to explore this
region during the mid 1500’s.

Throughout its early history Mexico had been dominated by
numerous Indian cultures. Migrating from Asia, these
ancient people settled throughout Mexico and into the
southern tip of South America. For many years archeolo-
gists have studied one of the most famous of Mexican indi-
an tribes, the Mayas. These studies indicate that Mayan
society was very well educated and had developed an orga-
nized system in hieroglyphic writing, advanced math, agri-
cultural methods and other related disciplines. After the
decline of the Mayan civilization another dominate tribe, the
Aztecs, surfaced in Mexico. The Aztecs built and finally set-
tled in the city of Tenochtitlan, known today as Mexico City.
Like the Mayas, the Aztecs developed sophisticated sys-
tems to eventually become a powerful empire. While these
were the two primary tribes, smaller Indian cultures also
existed throughout the region. Regardless of size, virtually
all of these communities practiced human sacrifices to
request favors from the Gods. These early tribes claimed
this land, until the arrival of Spanish conquistador, Hernando
Cortez in 1521.

Along with its rich history Mexico also has geographical sig-
nificance. From its colorful sunsets, mystical deserts,
grandiose canyons/mountains, and ancient Indian ruins,
Mexico offers the ultimate diversity in natural wonders. Each
year, millions of travelers visit this region to capture its
unique artistry .

As we study Mexico, we not only begin to witness the
results of nature but also the birth of a nation. Embedded in
rich tradition, this region cultivates the knowledge from the
past, which re-examines the present, to further inform the
future.



"02IXaN Jo Aioisiy [njn
-neaq ay} alojdxa 01 uoneulbewl JNoA ayeiNwns o1
'019 syJed a1e1s ‘sIaluadd [ein}Nd ‘sWwNasnw ISIA 0}
Aunwwod unoA reau duy e abuelre ‘sqissod J| /2

¢uoiBal siy) ymmoub sy 0 [BlIA 0S urewsal
saouanyul asay) Aym ureidxs pue ‘ainoanydie
"9°1 'S92UBN|JUI [2IN)ND 8S3Y) JO SWOS aWeN
"90UaN|JUI UeIpU| S)I 10} UMOUY ||9M SI 0JIXSN ‘9

19
Za10D opueuIaH '9'l ‘sialo|dxa Aes Jo saweu
aY1 10 ‘81-918T Ul Jep\ URDIXS|A Byl "d'l ‘SJUdAd
wrepodw ‘oasifer ‘erelerepens ‘a1 ‘sanio [euded
ay) ‘adwexa 104 "1saia1ul Jo sjuiod juedyiubis
Buneoipul ‘ooixa Jo (g abed uo papinoid dew
ay1 Jo Jaindwod e asn ‘a1 noA JI) dew & meiq 'G

‘'sane|s

juesead uelpul Jo Joge| ayl ybnouyl ‘sisumo si 1o} sdoid
paonpoid sepuaidey asay] Jo Auew ‘pue| JO Salde JO spues

-noy1 uo 1jing "09IxaN Inoybnolyl sepuaidey paysi|qelsa
sI9[Nas ysiueds Auew ‘aindws 281zy ay) pakolisap zauo)d
Jayy ‘Buljjamp 1o uoneiueld ‘a1eisa ablie| e se salunod bul
-jeads ysiueds ul paguasap Ajluowwod 1SoN YANIIDVH

"'SPO9 UeIpUI JUBIdUE BY) WO}
sione} [e1oads Buug Ajjnyadoy pjnom sbuliayo uewny asay L
"901J110BS UBWNY € SE pasn alam ‘ Siem Jamoy, Se umou
9SIMIBUI0 ‘siem [equ uelpu| Buunp painided siaip|os ay)
‘pa||y Buiag jo pealsu| ‘9ayoes uewny pasnoeld 021X\ Ul
sainynoa uelpu| 1sow ‘Aloisiy INoybnoiyl SHYM 43IMO14

‘sdais jualoue sy umop Buusyys uad

-19S ® Jo ulened s,uns ayl ssaulm 0} piwelAd ayl USIA SID
-|]one] JO spuesnoy ‘xouinba |re} 8yl 1y "ensuluad uereoni
3} JO 3|ppIW dy} Ul Bz Uaydlyd Je payedo) si piwreld
ueken siy} ‘.apseD dYL, Se umouy osly :OTT1ILSVYD 13

‘pob uns

ay} Jo diysiom ay} 0} parejal sjoquiAs snoibijal pue yuow
298]z 9y} Jo sAep ayj ate ‘sBuiaied s) ul papn|ou| "ynpeuol
pob uns ay) Bullouoy SalUOWBIdI Ul PASN Sem au0ls SIy}
‘Ja1owelp ul 198} ¢T Buunsesy "asIaAluN 281z ay) Sjuasal
-das yoiym aindinas auols Jeindiid v :INOLS ¥vANI VD

"Z81I0D opueuIsH ‘Jopeisinbuod ysiueds

10 [eAlLIe B [uN ‘SaLINIU8Y YI9TOl YIGT 8yl Wol) “edliswy
[enua) ui sasidwa |nuamod 1sow 8yl Jo sUo paleald agul
uelpul siy) ‘suelpul-oafed ay) Jo Suepuadsad :SOILZY

OOXANJo XYVINAVIO




iscussion Points/Activitie

1. Today such conveniences as computers, tele-
phones, automobiles, electricity, etc. are used to
enhance our modern day lives. Explain how these
enhancements differ to those used during the
time early Indian tribes discovered Mexico. Use
this information for the following study
points/activities.

2. Imagine what it would be like to be a member
of an early Indian tribe. Discuss issues which may
have concerned these early tribes: weather condi-
tions, commerce, regional terrain, food/vegeta-
tion, dealing with foreign policy issues with
Mexico, Spain, France, etc..

3. Both geographical and historical information
has been documented throughout the world.
Explain why this type of information is important
when studying Mexico, and how it relates to our
everyday lives? Furthermore, how do the disci-
plines of geography and history interact or relate
with other areas of study in your school’s curricu-
lum?

4. Since tensions must have existed between the
U.S. and Mexico (i.e. The Alamo, Mexican War)

assemble the students into small groups to nego-
tiate or debate the interests of these groups.

HERNANDO CORTEZ: In the early 1500's, Cortez a
Spanish conquistador, landed at the port city of Vera Cruz
and eventually conquered the Aztec Empire.

MAYAS: An indian culture which occupied the Yucatan
Peninsula from 250-900 a.d. As a developed civilization, the
Mayas improved upon the inherited practices from earlier
societies to further advance the methods used in agriculture,
astronomy, architecture (pyramids) and hieroglyphic writing.

MAYAN TRAIL: This popular route is used by travelers to cir-
cle the Yucatan Peninsula while viewing the most important
Mayan cities.

MEXICO: Known as the far south region of the North
American Continent. Officially called the “United Mexican
States” divided into 38 states, with the nation’s capitol in
Mexico City.

MIGUEL HIDALGO: A priest and a leader of the Mexican
Revolution in 1810.

NORTH AMERICA: The third largest continent in the world
consisting of Canada, the United States, Mexico and Central
America.

TEMPLE MAYOR: Discovered in 1970 while digging a sub-
way tunnel, this main Aztec Pyramid, located in Mexico City,
housed many artifacts including the calendar stone.

TEOTIHUCAN: Located about 30 miles northeast of Mexico
City, this area is the home of great ancient pyramids and
other mass structures, making it known as one of the largest
archeological sites in Mexico.

STELLE: Stone tablets discovered at the Mayan ruins of
Coba, near the coastal city of Tulum on the Yucatan
Peninsula. These stone tablets produced hieroglyphic writ-
ings detailing the stories of kings and wars fought during the
history of the Mayan people.
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