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On the dotted line, list the name of the State and its Capital THE

City. Then from A thru E, name the five Great Lakes. G REAT I_AKES

REGION

F. Descendants of the Paleo-Indians, the Chippewa and

’ Potawatami Indians, were the first known inhabitants to
occupy this land. Later, the first European settlers, mostly
The i from France, began to explore this region during the early

GREAT LAKES 1600's.
Region

Aboard ships, French explorers arrived in the Great Lakes
Region through the St. Lawrence Seaway. Anxiously seek-
ing great expectations of wealth and fortune, these settlers

through hard work achieved enormous success. Through
Y A the invention of the automobile, inventive use of the water-

ways, and imaginative agricultural methods, these early set-

tlers founded the Great Lakes Region which today has
2y become one of the most important industrial locations in the
world.

3 / Along with its rich history the Great Lakes Region also has
ittt et geographical significance. The five great lakes are the
largest fresh water basin in the world—totalling more than
4 / 95,000 square miles. Entry to and from this region allows
T e both the U.S. and Canada to transport vast amounts of
imported and exported goods. Located in the North Central
5 / part of the United States, the Great Lakes Region is home
ittt et to over 146,000,000 acres of productively rich farmland.
Along with its serene prairies, and immense waterways, the
6 / Great Lakes Region also offers elegant beauty—each year,
T e m e e millions of travelers visit this region to enjoy its lakeshores,

@ = Location of Capital City state parks, and one of its main attractions Niagara Falls.
A As we study the Great Lakes Region, we begin to revisit
B the pioneer spirit. It is through that spirit which today has
provided this region with grand innovation that continues to
C reinvent the American dream.
D
E
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!I Eiscussion Points/Activitie;I

1. Today such conveniences as computers, tele-
phones, automobiles, electricity, etc. are used to
enhance our modern day lives. Explain how these
enhancements differ to those used during the
time the Great Lakes Region was being discov-
ered. Use this information for the following study
points/activities.

2. Imagine what it would be like to be an early
explorer. Discuss issues which may have con-
cerned these early settlers: weather conditions,
commerce, regional terrain, food/vegetation, deal-
ing with foreign policy issues with England,
France, or Spain etc..

3. Both geographical and historical information
has been documented throughout the world.
Explain why this type of information is important
when studying the Great Lakes Region, and how
it relates to our everyday lives? Furthermore, how
do the disciplines of geography and history inter-
act or relate with other areas of study in your
school’s curriculum?

4. Since tensions must have existed between the
early settlers and the European authorities, /.e.
War of 1812, assemble the students into small
groups to negotiate or debate the interests of
these groups.

MISSISSIPPI RIVER: The largest river in North
America, the Mississippi River begins in Northern
Minnesota and flows 2,600 miles south into the
Gulf of Mexico.

NIAGARA FALLS: The area where the Niagara
River drops 160 ft. into Lake Ontario. Located on
the U.S.-Canadian border, thousand of travelers
visit Niagara Fall each year to witness its power
and beauty. This waterfall is also a tremendous
source for electrical power.

NORTH AMERICA: The third largest continent in
the world consisting of Canada, the United
States, Mexico and Central America.

PALEO - INDIANS: Nomadic Hunters and gather-
ers who were the first known inhabitants to live in
the Great Lakes region.

ROBERT CAVALIER & SIEUR DE LA SALLE:
Frenchmen who built and sailed, the first ship
called the “Griffon”, on the Great Lakes, in 1679.

SAMUEL DE CHAMPLAIN: A Frenchman, who
was the first to discover the Great Lakes in 1609.

ST. LAWRENCE SEAWAY: A major waterway
located between the U.S.- Canadian border. This
Seaway flows from the Atlantic Ocean into the
Great Lakes. The first French explorers sailed
through this seaway to allow entry into the Great
Lakes region.
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